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Message Text 


SUBJECT: IMPENDING VISIT OF MPEAA OFFICIALS TO MIDDLE EAST 
TO DISCUSS PIRACY OF U.S. FIRMS 


1 . THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY THE MOTION PICTURE 
EXPORT ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (MPEAA) THAT AN EXTREMELY 
SERIOUS PROBLEM OF PIRACY OF U.S. FILMS HAS BEEN DEVELOPING 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND ESPECIALLY IN THE PERSIAN GULF AREA. 
COPIES OF THE FILMS ARE OBTAINED THROUGH THE USE OF VIDEO 
CASSETTE RECORDERS WHICH ARE DESIGNED TO TAPE MOTION PICTURE 
AND TELEVISION PROGRAMS DIRECTLY OFF THE AIR. THERE IS SUB- 
STANTIAL EVIDENCE OF A LARGE ILLEGAL FLOW OF FEATURE FILMS 
AND TV SERIES WHICH ARE SERVING CLOSED CIRCUIT SET-UPS IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 STATE 084791 


HOTELS, INSTITUTIONS, INDUSTRIAL ESTABLISHMENTS, ETC., AS 
WELL AS A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE 
ACQUIRED VIDEO EQUIPMENT. THE PIRACY PROBLEM HAS ALSO 
SPREAD TO I6MM OUTLETS AND EVEN 35MM THEATERS. THE PRIMARY 
ATTRACTION OF THE PIRATED FILMS IS THEIR NEWNESS. A CURRENT 
MOTION PICTURE MAY BE OBTAINED MUCH QUICKER IF IT IS PIRATED 
THAN IF IT IS PURCHASED THROUGH A CONVENTIONAL CONTRACT WITH 
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A DISTRIBUTOR. 

2. NORMALLY THE MPEAA WOULD DEAL WITH THIS TYPE OF PRO- 
BLEM THROUGH LEGAL PROCEDURES. HOWEVER, IN THIS CASE SUCH 
AN APPROACH WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE SINCE THERE IS NO COPY- 
RIGHT PROTECTION FOR FOREIGN WORKS IN THE PERSIAN GULF 
REGION. A FURTHER DIFFICULTY IS THAT NEITHER THE ASSOCIA- 
TION NOR ANY OF ITS MEMBER COMPANIES HAVE OFFICES IN THE 
AREA OUTSIDE OF BEIRUT. THROUGH THE COOPERATION OF THE 
FBI AND THE CUSTOMS BUREAU, CONSIDERABLE SEIZURES OF 
MATERIALS DESTINED FOR THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE BEEN MADE, BUT 
THIS BY ITSELF WILL NOT SUFFICE. THE MPEAA FEELS THAT THE 
DEGREE OF PIRACY IS ERODING THE COMMERCIAL MARKET FOR U S. 
FILMS IN THE MIDDLE EAST, AND FOR THIS REASON, THE ASSOCI- 
ATION HAS REQUESTED THE COOPERATION OF THE DEPARTMENT. 

3. IN ORDER TO OBTAIN MORE ACCURATE INFORMATION ON THE 
SITUATION AS IT IS NOW, AND TO IDENTIFY POSSIBLE STEPS 
WHICH MIGHT BE TAKEN IN THE FUTURE, THE ASSOCIATION IS 
SENDING A SMALL DELEGATION TO THE AREA IN APRIL. THE 
MEMBERS OF THIS DELEGATION WILL BE: PAUL PEQUIGNOT, HEAD 
OF THE MPEAA CONTINENTAL FILM SECURITY OFFICE, (AND FORMER 
CHIEF INSPECTOR OF THE FRENCH NATIONAL POLICE), KAMAL 
KAWAR, THE MIDDLE EAST SUPERVISOR OF THE CINEMA INTERNA- 
TIONAL CORPORATION, (THE lOINTLY OWNED FOREIGN DISTRIBU- 
TION ARM OF PARAMOUNT AND UNIVERSAL), AND lOHN DALY OF THE 
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KINEMATOGRAPHIC RENTERS SOCIETY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

THE DELEGATION WILL BE HEADED BY MARC M. SPIEGEL, VICE 
PRESIDENT OF MPEAA. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN REQUESTED TO ADVISE THE 
ADDRESSEE POSTS OF THE FORTHCOMING VISIT OF MR. SPIEGAL 
AND HIS COLLEAGUES. THE MPEAA DELEGATION WOULD LIKE TO 
DISCUSS THE PROBLEM OF PIRACY OF U.S. FILMS WITH EMBASSY/ 
MISSION OFFICIALS AND TO OBTAIN ANY ADVICE REGARDING THE 
MOST APPROPRIATE COURSE FOR MPEAA TO FOLLOW IN DEALING 
WITH THE PROBLEM. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DELEGATION IS NOT 
INTERESTED IN HAVING THE EMBASSY/MISSION SCHEDULE APPOINT- 
MENTS WITH GOVERNMENT OR NONGOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. THE 
SCHEDULE WHICH THE DELEGATION WILL FOLLOW IS: 

APRIL 1 0- 1 1 IN BEIRUT; 

APRIL 12-13 IN ABU DHABI; 

APRIL 14-17 IN DUBAI; 

APRIL 1 8- 19 IN KUWAIT. 

THE DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMED THE DELEGATION OF THE CURRENT 
SITUATION IN BEIRUT. HOWEVER, MPEAA CONSIDERS THE VISIT 
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TO LEBANON TO BE OE PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE IN THEIR EACT- 
FINDING MISSION. CHRISTOPHER 
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